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Where has the school year gone?  The holiday 
season is in sight and before you know it, we will be 
in the New Year.  I hope that each of you have an 
enjoyable and relaxing holiday season. This is a 
great time of the year to recognize all the people 
who make Anacortes Middle School a great place 
for kids.  I am thankful for the opportunity to be the 
principal of this school.

A huge thank you goes out to the Anacortes Middle 
School PTSA.  Without their involvement, many of 
our activities and programs would not happen.  We 
have parents who are baking cookies and cupcakes, 
putting together the newsletter, planning dances, 
managing “Hawk Pride Awards”, ” Student of the 
Month” programs, and have assisted with Open 
House and the fundraiser.  Thank you all!

We are busy with our transition to a 6-8 middle 
school next year and are working with a number of 
subcommittees to develop what our new school will 
look like.  I want to thank our Visioning Team 
members who have put a lot of time and effort into 
this transition.

Our students have been very busy creating and 
cooking Taco Truck food in Garden to Kitchen, 
observing and investigating different phenomena 
in science, and problem solving in math.  It has 
been great getting into classrooms and watching 

our students interact with their peers and other 
adults.  We have winter band and choir concerts 
coming up in December.  We hope you can get 
out and support our students.

A special recognition goes out to Mr. Crane and 
his Leadership Class for an outstanding 
Veterans’ Day Assembly that was held on 
Thursday, November 10.  The students did an 
outstanding job recognizing our Veterans and 
students whose families are in the military! 
Special “Thank You” letters were written to 
family members and shared with our students!  
What an amazing and moving tribute to our 
military families.

Lastly, I would like to thank the entire staff for 
their continued hard work.  Our staff is putting 
extra effort towards improving instruction and 
working hard with a very tight schedule.  
Teachers are putting in additional time to make 
sure students are able to comprehend the 
curriculum and also providing tutoring sessions 
in many subjects. I hope you have an 
opportunity to thank our teachers for the great 
work they are doing here for the students of 
AMS! 

Your continued support at home is needed to 
ensure student success at school.  As always, if 
you have questions or comments, please feel 
free to call me at 293-1230.

Patrick Harrington
Principal

A Message from 
Mr. Harrington...
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John Wilson 8th Bloc Stewart

Macy Mong 7th Bloc Templeton

Sam Gilbert 7th Bloc Templeton

Tuscan Harper Algebra Cooper

Lucca Dumas 7th Math Cooper

Diogo Nunez-
Sanchez

Robotics Cooper

Branko Jurkovich 7th Math Farmer

Students of the Month
The following list represents students 

who were chosen by AMS staff for their 
academic excellence or classroom 

performance during November.

Sophia McCracken 8th Perkins

Alex Chonka 8th Graham

Henry Ermi 8th Cooper

Celah Barden 8th McChesney

Zoie Schwartz 8th Cooper

Savannah Sparks 8th Kudlacek

Kunthida (Fai) 
Puengpoh

7th Morgenthaler

Ruby Webb 7th Swapp

Gavin Montelongo 7th Farmer

Issac Butler 8th Pruiett

Joshua Blanchard 7th Harrington

Alizee Hargrove 8th Harrington

HAWK PRIDE AWARD
The Hawk Pride Award recognizes students’ 

positive choices and actions.   

These students were nominated by AMS staff 
for displaying some type of good citizenship 

and behavior.  Way to go!

Rachel’s	Closet	Fund

AMS has a “Rachel’s Closet Fund” for middle 
school and high school students who are in 
need of clothing or personal hygiene items.  
The items are at AMS Counseling Center and 
are new or barely used. If there is an item 
needed that we do not have, we may be able 
to purchase it.  RC Fund will also help with 
other fees if needed, such as after school 
activities.  The community service clubs and 
many individuals have provided funding for 
this resource.  Please contact school 
counselors Shawn Flynn sflynn@asd103.org or 
Renae Newall rnewall@asd103.org to inquire 
about this fund.

mailto:sflynn@asd103.org
mailto:sflynn@asd103.org
mailto:rnewall@asd103.org
mailto:rnewall@asd103.org
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AMS Sports and Activities 
Girls' Volleyball has started and over 
80 girls are involved.  Boys' Basketball 
practices will start on Nov. 30th with 
games beginning on December 12th.  
Other activities that student's can 
participate in are Art Club, Yearbook 
Club, Hawk TV, Robotics, and Builder's 
Club.  Drama Club tryouts for "The 
Hobbit" will be on January 10th.  
Performances are scheduled for March 
23, 24, and 25.  
We hope every student can find an 
after school activity - whether sports 
or clubs - to get involved in and feel 
like a part of the AMS community.  
If you have any questions about sports 
or these clubs, feel free to give me a 
call at (360) 503-1245.  Go, Hawks!  
Mr. Perkins

Hello Hawks,

I want to talk a little about the importance of Community Service and how you can effect 
people’s lives by giving back to your community. Taking part and volunteering in your 
community teaches compassion, understanding, pride, satisfaction and accomplishment. Not 
only is Community Service fun and rewarding, but it also looks great on a resumé or college 
application. Through Community Service you will make a difference in your life as well as the 
lives within your community. You may even find that it can be for something more than just 
school credit -- it could lead to a lifelong passion for serving!  There are many Community 
Service groups that can use your assistance, especially during the holidays.  If you have 
questions or need assistance in finding groups to be a part of, contact me or your school 
counselor. 

Thank you all for all you do, 

Ofc. Travis Dotzauer

School Resource Officer
Go Hawks! 

Kiwanis looks for students who show 
strong progress in citizenship, 
community involvement, and 
academic improvement, but may not 
necessarily get public recognition  
commensurate with their 
achievements.

Kiwanis September 
Student of the Month
Matthew Lujan

Soroptimists search for the positive 
character traits of responsibility, 
justice, honesty, courage, respect, 
love, loyalty, and hope.

Soroptimist September 
Student of the Month 
Lily-Rose Day

ANACORTES SERVICE CLUBS 
HONOR AMS STUDENTS
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AMS Counselors 
Shawn Flynn (students with last names A-L)   

Renae Newall (students with last names M-Z)

College Bound Scholarship

The College Bound Scholarship is a financial aid program designed for Washington State 
students who are eligible to participate in the free and reduced lunch program. It is 
designed to inspire students to begin making their college and career plans without 
worrying about the cost of attending college.

Eligible students sign a pledge in the 7th and 8th grade promising to graduate from high 
school, maintain a 2.0 GPA and be good citizens. In exchange, the State of Washington 
will pay for their college tuition and books – for up to four years at a Washington State 
public or private university, a community college or a technical college.

Eligible 8th graders must apply by June 30, 2017. Current 7th graders are also advised to 
sign up this year but must apply by June 2018.  Students are encouraged to apply online 
at www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound. Counselors will be meeting with 8th grade students 
to discuss the scholarship. 

Counselor’s 
Corner

Dr. Christopher McCurry, The Anxiety Dance
Childcare available at event
Questions? Contact: Claudia Mason  360-503-1505

The Anxiety Dance: A Parent’s Guide
In this lecture I’ll describe the origins of child anxiety in biological factors 
and early experiences, and the ways a child’s fearful and anxious 
behaviors function to communicate distress and compel the parent to 
come to the child’s rescue. Strategies will be provided for making this 
“dance” work better: clearer communication, mutual respect, better 
problem solving, and increased tolerance for distress.

Chris McCurry, Ph.D. is a clinical child psychologist in private practice at 
ABCD, Inc. in Seattle, Washington. He specializes in the diagnosis and 
treatment of childhood anxiety with an emphasis on the importance of the 
parent-child relationship.Chris is the author of two books, one for parents 
and one for clinicians; Parenting Your Anxious Child with Mindfulness and 
Acceptance (2009) from New Harbinger Publications, and Working with 
Parents of Anxious Children: Therapeutic Strategies for Communication, 
Coping & Change (2015) from W.W. Norton.

Save the 
Date!

Wednesday 
Dec. 7th 

7-8:30 p.m.
 

ASD Board 
Room

http://www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound
http://www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound
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AMS Band 
Upcoming Events

Dec 3rd, 10:45 
Holiday parade

Downtown Anacortes

December14th, 6:30 
Winter Concert
Brodniak Hall

Important Dates! 
12/3 10:45 AMS Band in the 

Holiday Parade

12/8 2:15 Sports Pictures

12/14 6:30 Band Winter Concert

12/12 7:00 Choir Concert

12/16 ASB Dance

12/21-1/3 Winter Break - No School

1/4 Late Start

1/13 No School -- Staff 
Development

1/16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day --
No School

1/27 End of Semester --
Early Release 7-12
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This School and/or School District does not sponsor, endorse, or recommend any 
of the organizations, services or activities described in this information. This 
information is provided solely for the convenience of our students and parents to 
assist in their review of the safety and suitability of such organizations, services 
and activities. All School Districts shall be held harmless from any cause of 
action, claim or petition filed in any court or administrative tribunal arising out of 
the distribution of these materials including attorney’s fees and judgments or 
awards.

http://www.ams.asd103
http://www.ams.asd103

